The 2009 Flamenco International in Taipei – 
“An Andalucia Party with Swirling Flounced Skirts”
Featuring the World Premiere of a New Dance by 
“The Pioneer of Flamenco in the Chinese World,” 

Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee (Flor de Loto)

The founder of the “The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China”, Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee (Flor de Loto) is the first and only Chinese to graduate from the highest Spanish Dance School, “Real Escuela Superior de Arte Dramático y Danza” in Madrid, Spain and is honored and respected in the world as the “Pioneer of Flamenco in the Chinese World” (La pionera del mundo sino flamenco.)  She, inspired by her mentor Maria Magdalena, returned to Taiwan in 2001, bringing with her, an international awareness, and a sense of mission to impel and enrich the public’s appreciation and understanding of the superb flamenco art and Spanish dance culture, and founded “The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China” and “The Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group”.
Professor Hsu, having lived abroad in Spain for over 30 years, possesses a penetrating understanding of the Spanish culture and its essence.  She is able to combine Spanish choreography with Chinese classical literal connotations of poetry, song, music, and dance, initiating a genre and unique mastery of techniques which is comprised of a comprehensive interpretation of the eastern and western cultures and arts.  Professor Hsu is born with an innate talent. Her frank and forthright character has allowed her to impart traces of heroic spirit into the feminine flamenco dance. In teaching, Professor Hsu is well-known for her strict disciplinary training, as well as her moral and ethical education. In art, she believes that the true meaning of “flamenco” is, by definition, “an outcry from the bottom of one’s heart and soul!” A word of advice to those who truly love this art, one always has “to use all his/her imaginations, emotions and sentiments to create a scene, and simultaneously use his/her whole heart and soul to create an ambience, an aura.” Professor Hsu also emphasizes the importance of “spirit” in dance: Dance is an action art with collective creativity, perfecting it in space “Espacio”, thought “Pensamiento”, and phenomenon “Fenómeno.”
Having been back to Taiwan for 8 years, Professor Hsu has engaged most of her time in teaching and creation. In 2009, Professor Hsu choreographs a brand new dance called “Revolotear por la vida,” which is translated as “Twirling through Life” in English.  The popular Spanish musical piece “Romance Anónimo,” the theme song of the 1984 French movie “Game Taboo,” is employed for this new dance, creating a breakthrough and subverting the traditional and severe interpretation that has been normally used by other international artists in the past.  She has ingeniously interlaced her new dance with three kinds of Spanish dance techniques: the Escuela Bolera, Clásico Español and Flamenco. She unfolds her more than 30 years of professional experience in the “twirls and turns” of this dance and illustrates her comprehension of life with this motto: “One should always face the capricious and changeable secular worldly life with hope and joy, and at the same time, retain a flexible and graceful attitude.” Flor de Loto has once again written a new leaf in the world of flamenco art. The premiere of “Twirling through Life” will be performed by “The Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group” at the “2009 Flamenco International in Taipei.”

Created by Professor Hsu for the enjoyment of all Chinese flamenco lovers around the world, “The Flamenco International in Taipei,” also known as the “Autumn Festival,” is usually held in the sunny autumn season in Taiwan. It is just like the “Spring Fair of Sevilla”, universally known as the “April Fair” celebration, is held in the springtime annually, in Andalucia, Spain. This Fair instantly transforms Sevilla into a city of multicolor lights filled with extravaganza, gaiety, music, dance and food. “The 2009 Flamenco International in Taipei” once again welcomes and invites you to come and join us in this great “Fall” event. Following the 2008 “Lunares,” the gypsy polka dots theme, we will bring forth a new theme this year, the “Volante Volante”: “An Andalucia Party with Swirling Flounced Skirts.” Surrounded by spectacular and bountiful flounced skirts, especially made sumptuous cold Spanish soup, the “Gazpacho,” and with the lively and clamorous “jaleo” and a splendid solo performance of “Farruca” by Taiwan’s guitar master Mr. Manolo, we guarantee to offer you the same excitement and resplendence as we did last year but with a different theme and setting! During the program, Chinese, English, Spanish and Japanese translations are available. We cordially invite all of you to come and participate in this fabulous event and hope you will be able to experience the “Arcadia” especially created by Professor Hsu for the entertainment and enjoyment of all flamenco lovers.
 “Anonymous!"

A soft sigh from our Founder! “Freedom”!

Enjoy and immerse in the festival! And at the end of all the festivities, depart with a happy thought: “It’s the beginning of a beautiful life!”

Website: http://www.flamenco.tw
Time: Saturday, November 7th, 2009, at 1:30p.m. (Seating starts at 1:00p.m.)

Venue: Guang Fu Auditorium, Taipei Zhongshan Hall, No. 98, Yenping S. Road, Taipei City, Taiwan

Organized by: The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China

Performance by: The Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group 

	Program:

	The Sweet and Spicy Flamenco Ladies

	Guitar Solo: “Farruca”

	The World Premiere Performance of: 
“Revolotear por la vida” -

“Twirling through Life”

	The Malagueña Dance

	Opening Ceremony

	Birthday Celebration for the Association

	The Ice-cold “Gazpacho Soup”

	The Instantaneous “Flamenco”

	Sevillanas and the Swirling Flounced Skirts”

	“The Los Volantes Party”


Adios! See you next year!
