Press Release

Flamenco International in Taipei 2010

You are cordially invited to “Dance with Carmen”

The blazing sun is shining relentlessly on the bullfighting ring, portraying the theme of the Chinese “yin - shadow” and “yang - sun,” the symbol of Taiji totem, and creating an instant and potentially crucial moment which everybody is waiting for - precisely at five in the afternoon, the moment of which fate and destiny of the beast and the human are determined. “Flamenco International in Taipei 2010" kicks off with the sound of flamboyant music, mingled with the roaring sound of horns and applauses, and with the grand entrance of the fabulous matadors, and the excited and enthusiastic fans, wanting to try their luck in their first bullfights in the arena.  This stunning scene is “The Matador Dance” which is newly choreographed by Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee for this year’s festival and all this will be brought to live on stage in Taipei.  

After having lived aboard in Spain for over thirty years, Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee (Flor de Loto), the first and only Chinese to achieve the highest academic honor and qualifications in Spanish dance, returned to Taiwan and established “The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China” and the “Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group” in 2001, and devoted herself to the mission of the transmission of the Spanish heritage, the flamenco dance. Through her authentic and professional training in dancing class and the annual “Flamenco International in Taipei” held by the Association, Spanish culture is introduced to the people in Taiwan, broadening their views and increasing their opportunities to appreciate the aesthetic beauties of Western culture. By absorbing the essence of the two different cultures and characteristics, the people in Taiwan can thereby enjoy more splendid moments and add sparkle to their lives.

 As the pioneer of flamenco dance in the Chinese world, Professor Hsu has a deep and profound knowledge of the dancing techniques and skills; in addition, she is well-versed in Eastern and Western cultures. With her ability to totally assimilate into both cultures, Professor Hsu is often able to share with students her unique appreciation and interpretation of the arts, thus enabling them to obtain, besides dancing, deeper comprehension and broader understanding of the subject. Professor Hsu, with her success and accomplishment in this field, is like a burning sun, lightening up flamenco learning in the Chinese world. With Professor Hsu’s guidance, all her students are flourishing and maturing in strength. Most importantly, they are cultivating the growing root of authentic Spanish dance spirit in Taiwan, and simultaneously, they are also able to establish their influence and recognition in the international dance world. During classes, Professor Hsu often instructs her students with lectures in human and artistic philosophy and imperceptibly stimulates their spiritual perception and insight. With unrelenting practice and training, her students are able to present the outstanding performance in the annual “Flamenco International in Taipei,” and receive favorable responses, commendable praises and tremendous support from the general public.

The opening scene of the “Flamenco International in Taipei 2010” kicks off with the blaring music of vehement matadors and the appearance of charming and alluring “Pampered Flamenco Ladies,” prompting the audience into a lively and animated mood.  Following this is the performance of the revealing and philosophical “Revolotear por la vida” (“Twirling through Life”), which conveys the hope and understanding in life, and the breathtaking “Flamenco.”  By different pieces of dance, the “Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group” performs with the most original and natural human emotions, and presents the audience a visual beauty of “rhythm” and “tempo” with their body movements. In addition, the show features an unconventional “Sevillanas” which is the collective work choreographed by the students themselves.  All selected pieces from the “Carmen” suite, like “Habenera,” “Seguidilla,” “Aragonesa,” and “Danza Bohemia,” will be performed live by the orchestra.  Furthermore, in order to reflect the exciting scene in the bullfighting ring, prepared for all of the guests is a special cocktail “Sol y Sombra,” which means “The Sun and the Shadow.”   This drink is made of “Anis,” the famous wine from the city of Chinchon located 47 miles from Madrid.   In this beautiful autumn, you or I could be Carmen.   We sincerely invite you to come and “Dance with Carmen.”

 During the program, Chinese, English, Spanish and Japanese translations are available. Please come and participate in this fabulous festival. Dear flamenco lovers, especially our old friends, please come home and dance the “Sevillanas” with us. Let us dance with a joyful spirit, forget all of our sadness and worries, and have a wonderful day filled with Spanish charm and vitality especially on this flamenco day!

Website: http://www.flamenco.tw
Time: Saturday, November 20th, 2010, 1:00p.m. – 17:00p.m. (Seating starts at 1:00p.m.)

Venue: Guang Fu Auditorium, Taipei Zhongshan Hall

Performed by: Flor de Loto Flamenco Dance Studio

                      Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group 

Organized by: The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China

	
	Program

	1
	“Plaza de toros” – Bullfighting plaza 

	2
	Corre Corre

	3
	Performance of selected pieces from the “Carmen” 
Suite of Music

	4
	“Revolotear por la vida” – “Twirling through Life”

	5
	Malagueña

	6
	Opening Ceremony

	7
	Birthday Celebration for the Association

	8
	Cocktail drink: “Sol y Sombra” - “Sun and Shadow”

	9
	Instantaneous Flamenco

	10
	“Baila con Carmen” - “Dance with Carmen” 

	11
	Sevillanas Party


Adios! – See you next year!

