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Inside the chabola
 
Inside the gypsy chabola, a woman and child peer into the old, battered fridge. 
It is empty, save for a cold coin set on a plate.

 “If we want meat, then tomorrow God would give us meat.” said the husband.
“Although the fire outside has gone out, but my strong arms never run short of warmth and tenderness.” said the husband.
“Sleep!” Said the husband, “for tomorrow the sun will still rise from the east.”

 “¿Quien me va a entender a mi? ¿Si yo mismo no me he entiendo?” the old gypsy song goes. “Who shall come and understand me then, if I cannot know myself?” 
Gypsies, Latinos. Two different people, one unique way of thinking gifted to them by God: “Mañana”
Mañana. Tomorrow, the most romantic and responsible excuse that can be given; 
the chip of hope wagered on the gaming table of the unknown. 
Let the past be gone, let no worries bother the present, and tomorrow will be another better day! 
The husband’s words are not empty promises, but a type of life philosophy: enjoy life as it comes, and all will be well.
By Flor de Loto

The year 2013 sees additional progress in the development of Spanish dance and arts in the Chinese world as Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee unveils her brand new production “En la chabola” with a generous dash of drama and realism. Dancers fully display the gypsies’ strength and optimism towards life through innovative numbers accompanied with primal and raw beats of the cajon – an unusual combination which builds up grand artistic tension between el espacio, el pensamiento, el fenómeno, “the space, the thought, the phenomenon”. It is a mirror of how life begins with the dance of sentiment, and ends with the solid beats of the drum.

The ingenious costumes designed by Professor Hsu infuse shades of Hakka styles with gypsy culture, blurring visual conformity and language barriers. This production not only lively interprets the lives of those living on margins of society, but also evokes sentimental feelings for the hardworking Taiwanese women in the past, and the ever-wandering yet optimistic gypsy women. This is precisely the style of Professor Hsu: seamlessly sensing and infusing art into every aspect of life.

A talented dancer, artist, and charismatic leader, Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee (Flor de Loto) is lauded as “The Pioneer of Flamenco dance in the Chinese World” (“La pionera del mundo sino flamenco”). She has passionately dedicated her entire life to her students, country, and art; and this selfless act led to a royal greeting letter from the King Juan Carlos of Spain penned by the king himself in 1996! This honor is unprecedented is the international history of flamenco dance. Nevertheless, Professor Hsu Chin Sien Nee modestly continues to create and push human artistry to the next level. The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China is the highest-level organization of study for Spanish dance, arts, and culture in the Chinese world. And when Professor Hsu returned to Taiwan in 2001, she had already prepared short, mid, and long term plans for the development of the art here. It is her greatest wish that we can all work together, and let flamenco achievements in the Chinese world enter the international stage soon. 

Flamenco International in Taipei 2013 opens in this golden afternoon with a programme brimming with art, culture, and delights. Come taste a cool Mojito and enjoy a romantic warm afternoon. Don’t forget to toast to this beautiful art festival —Flamenco International in Taipei 2013, and may you all have a wonderful, joyful and pleasant day. Translations in four languages (Mandarin Chinese, Spanish, English and Japanese) will be provided at the event. We cordially invite all our guests and friends from home and abroad to come and enjoy this annual event, and experience the fused cultures of Formosa and Iberia. 

Website: www.flamenco.tw
Time: Saturday, November 16th, 2013   
1:30p.m. ~ 5:00 p.m. (Seating begins at 1:00p.m.)
Venue: Guang Fu Auditorium at the Taipei Zhongshan Hall 
(No. 98, Yenping S. Road, Taipei City)
Featuring: Flor de Loto Flamenco Dance Studio
         The Hsu Chin Sien Nee Spanish Dance Group
Organized by: The Spanish Dance Association of the Republic of China

	
	Programme

	1
	Flamenco 

	2
	Plaza de toros 

	3
	Have a drink! – Mojito

	4
	En la chabola 

	5
	Group Photo Time

	6
	Birthday Celebration for the Association
(translations in Spanish, English and Japanese/guest speeches/a toast & a wish)

	7
	“Castilla”
(Pianist: Chung-Chun Fu)

	8
	Malagueña (Bolero)

	9
	Revolotear por la vida (“Twirling through Life”)

	10
	Lucky Draw

	11
	Rumba Gitana 

	12
	Sevillanas & Macarena Party




~ See you next year! ¡Adiós!

